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On July 14 in Panama City, representatives of Colombian political parties, labor unions, and the
Catholic Church reached an agreement with the April 19 Movement (M-19) toward the release
of Conservative Party leader, and director of daily newspaper El Siglo, Alvaro Gomez Hurtado.
Gomez Hurtado, kidnapped by the guerrillas on May 29, is to be released before July 29. In return,
the delegates accepted M-19's proposal for a "national dialogue" to discuss the means for ending
the wave of violence in Colombia. Participants in the talks, to take place in Panama, as stipulated
by M-19, include representatives of President Virgilio Barco's government; all political parties
with seats in the national congress; the country's major labor organizations; the Church; and,
Colombia's five major rebel groups. The talks are to be focused on human rights and peace, political
and constitutional reforms, and policies geared toward democratization of Colombian society,
and the ecologically and economically sound exploitation of natural resources. Participants in the
deliberations last week in Panama were three Conservative Party senators, all members of the
party's national executive committee; Sen. Ernesto Samper Pizano, member of the ruling Liberal
Party's national executive committee; two deputies representing the Union Patriotica party; highlevel representatives from the Federacion Metalurgica, Sociedad de Agricultores de Colombia,
Federacion Nacional de Comerciantes, Central Unitaria de Trabajadores; Colombian Bishop Dario
Castrillo, also president of the Latin American Episcopal Conference; Juan Gabriel Uribe, chief
editor of El Siglo; and, three members of M-19's high command, including Antonio Navarro Wolf.
On the evening of July 15, President Barco expressed his satisfaction with the agreement established
in Panama City. Meanwhile, in a communique issued to the media, Interior Minister Cesar Gaviria
said that the government had not yet accepted M-19's invitation to participate in the national
dialogue. Sen. Samper Pizano told reporters that President Barco will "probably" authorize the
opening of the "new peace process" once Gomez Hurtado is released. In an interview broadcast
by the RCN radio network on the evening of July 15, Colombian armed forces chief of staff Gen.
Manuel Guerrero Paz said that any guerrillas attending the upcoming "national dialogue" would be
arrested and prosecuted. According to the general, the guerrillas have broken the law, and therefore
the "authorities are obligated" to arrest them. "There will be no amnesty or pardon" for the rebels,
he said. Next, Guerrero Paz asserted that Defense Minister Gen. Rafael Samudio Molina shares his
views on the matter. In an interview with daily newspaper El Tiempo (07/16/88), Bishop Castrillo
responded to Guerrero Paz's remarks. He said that such statements will only serve to put Gomez
Hurtado's life in danger. In the same vein, Conservative Party leader Alberto Santofimio said that
the road to peace is through broad-based dialogue without limits on participants, both in terms of
their affiliations and suggestions for reform. El Tiempo printed the names and statements of several
politicians and members of the national congress who supported Santofimio's perspective. (Basic
data from AP, 07/14-16/88; Prensa Latina, 07/16/88)
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